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ETHIOPIA 
MINISTRY NATIONALIZES TRANSIT, MARITIME SENVICES 


1D241856 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 1700 GMT 24 Sep 79 LD/EA 


(Text ] Licenses issued to individual and governmental organizations for the operation of 
transit and maritime services have been revoked from today, 24 September 1979. The statement 
revoking licenses to transit and maritime agents was released today by the Ministry of 
Communications and Transport. Accordingly, in a statement released today, the ministry 
announced that the sole organization authorized to operate transit and maritime services 

is the newly established governmental organization, the transit and maritime services 
corporation. This was done in accordance ith the government's policy of streamlining 

the transit and maritime services and foreign trade in the country. 


The ministry's statement adds that the move was also made to streamline harbor services, 
control and rationalize foreign exchange, strengthen the national shipping line organization 
and, in general, safeguard the interests of the nation. The statement went on to say that 
the activities of individuals and organizations engaged in transit services and shipping 
agencies had impinged upon the interests of the broad masses. The statement also said 

that the step was taken to free the country's economy from imperialist dependence and to 
give the people rapid and streamlined transport services. 


The ministry's statement has called on individuals and organizations engaged in the transit 
and maritime services to cooperate by transferring the assets of their firms, as well as 
documents of all kinds th the newly established organization. The statement said that 
failure to cooperate in this will leave them open to stern measures. 


TANZANIA 
NYERERE TALKS WITH UGANDA PRESIDENT IN MWANZA 
1D241900 Dar es Salaam in English to Central and Southern Africa 1600 GMT 24 Sep 79 LD/EA 
(Text ] Mvanza--President Nyerere and the Ugandan president Ndugu Godfrey Binaisa, arrived 
in Mwanza this morning for the discussions on matters of mitual interest. Reports from 
Mwanza did not say how long the talks would last. 
The Ugandan delegation includes the minister for internal affairs, Ndugu Paulo Mwanga; the 
minister for defense, Ndugu Yoweri Museveni; and the chairman of the Uganda National 
Consultative Council, Ndugu Edward Rugumayo. 
President Nyerere is accompanied by the acting minister for foreign affairs and the 
minister for national education, Ndugu Nicholas Kuhanga; the minister for trade, Ndugu 
Alphonce Rulegura; and the chief of defense forces, It Gen Abdallah Twalipo. 

Talks End 
1D241903 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service in Swahili 1700 OMT 24 Sep 79 LD/EA 
{Excerpt ]) Mvanza--Presidernt Nyerere and President Godfrey Binaisa of Uganda today held 
discussions in Mwanza town. No statement was issued after the 2-hour meeting. However, 
a state house spokesman told the Tanzania news agency, SHIHATA, that the two leaders 
reviewed matters concerning cooperation between Tanzania and Uganda. 


President Binaisa has already returned to Ugiunda. 
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UGANDA 
DEFENSE MINISTER ON INTERNAL SECURITY SITUATION 
LD241236 Kanpala Domestic Service in English 0400 GMT 24 Sep 79 LD/EA 


[Text] The minister of defense, Mr Yoweri Museveni, has directed the people of 
(Nakulabeye) to organize themselves into groups of 10 houses so as to be able to 
(?ri4) their villages of criminals and former members of the defunct state research 
bureau. Mr Museveni was addressing the residents of (Nakulabeye), Kasubi and (Bakuli) 
at Mengo secondary school. 


He disclosed that in the near future five people will be recruited from each parish 
for military training so as to enable them to defend their villages whenever it is 
necessary. 


The minister cautioned those to be elected as chairmen responsible for every 10 houses 
to avoid misinforming the government sbout the security in their respected areas. 
Mr Museveni said that the system has worked well in Busoga and Bukedi. 


The current wave of killings, Mr Museveni said, might have been committed by menbers of 
Anin's state research bureau, ex-prisoners and people who are politically bankrupt. 
These, he said, decided to kill watchmen and even children who are innocent. The other 
group, he explained, is that of Kondos which looted guns from fleeing soldiers and some 
members of the Uganda national liberation army. 


On the suggestion that the police be dissolved, the minister said that the situation 
may go from bad to worse. He added that the government is still planning how to train 
an efficient police. 


At this juncture, he said that the only solution will be to mobjiize all able-bodied 
people so as to fight lawlessness throughout the country. 


Mr Museveni expressed condolences to Ugandans who lost their relatives or friends at 
the hands of criminals. 


Earlier, the » sister of internal affairs, Mr Paul Mwanga, appealed to the people to 
report eriminals to the authorities. He reminded the people that it will take some tine 
for the security to become normal, but said that the Uganda National Liberation Front 
government is trying to normalize security as soon 4s possible. 


Dr Mwanga refuted the allegations that the government is responsible for the current 
wave of killings. He accused the people who sell (?Gitenda) beer for giving shelter to 
criminal elements. 


Speaking on the same occasion, the minister of regional administration, Mr Bidandi Sali, 
appealed to the people to forget their political differences for the time being and 
instead help the government so solve the various problems it is facing. He said that 
the nunber of parishes in Kampala will be increased to 85 from the present number of 35. 


The ministers v+: welcomed by the DC [expansion unknown], Kampala, Mr (Pred Iga). 
The rally was alwo attended by the minister of works and housing, Abraham Waligo, and 
the mayor of Kanpala, Mr (Semaganda). 
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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 
PRESIDENT DACKO APPOINTS NEW PRIME MINISTER 
NC241231 Paris AFP in English 1119 GMT 24 Sep 79 lic 


(Text) Bangui, Sep 24, (AFP)--Pormer Emperor Bokassa of Central Africa was today con- 
demned to death for crimes against his nation. 


The decision was announced by the new president, Mr David Dacko, in a broadcast on the 
nation's radio. 


Wews of the condemnation came as the ousted dictator was flying from France to a friendly 
African country which was not disclosed by France. 


The new president also announced the appointment of a new prime minister, Mr Bernard 
Ayando, a former minister in a previous Cabinet of the president before he was himself 
ousted by Bokassa. 


Dacko Appoints Government 
LD241320 Paris Domestic Service in French 1100 omT 24 Sep 79 LD 


{Interview by Paris radio announcer with correspondent Yves Loiseau in Bangui, Central 
African Republic --live ] 


{Text ] [Announcer] I have just announced the news that ex-Emperor Bokassa might be 
going to the Ivory Coast, and that President David Dacko had just condemned ex-imperor 
Bokassa to death for the crimes he had committed against the Central African Nation. 


{[Loiseau] Yes, indeed, Bokassa is [word indistinct] by the people, he has been condemned 
to death in his absence. This was announced in a decree issued in Bangui this morning, 
and there is no lack of reasons, you will see. I'll list themfor you; Notorious pro- 
fessional incompetence, repeated adultery, theft of public (?goods) and finally, of 
course, crimes. So I don't need to tell you that the Central Africans were furious to 
learn this morning of Bokassa's departure from the Evreux base, and his probable arrivel 
in Abidjan that we have just spoken of. It was in fact being hoped that the inter- 
national arrest warrant put out yesterday evening by President David Dacko would result 
in the arrest of Bokassa in France, and his return to Central Africa, by the Prench 
pe-8, for example. 


But anyway here politics is now beginning to come into its own, since this morning a 
government was appointed. The man appointed prime minister is a specialist in eco- 
nomics, named (Jean-Christophe Ayando), but I don't need to tell you that not every- 
thing has yet been settled, even in the political field, since those who had declared 
themselves opponents in France, in particular the Ambassador Sylvestre Bangui, have 
not been appointed to this government. It is obvious that these people are going to 
protest, since it was they--at least, so they say--who initiated the process which 
led to the fall of Bokassa. 
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[Question] Yves Loiseau, let's go back a bit to what's happening in the town, and 
in the interior of the country. It is being said that French reinforcements arrived 
last night. 


[answer] Yes, indeed, French reinforcements arrived last night in Transall airplanes. 
It is thought that they are radio operators and officers, but anyway three Transalis 
arrived last night from Prance to reinforce the approximately 1000 men who have been 
here since Eimrsday night-Friday morning. So it was a reinforcement of the French 
troops which took place this morning. 


(Question] We have seen pictures of looting on television after the overthrow of 
Emperor Bokassa. Can it be said now that the country is quite calm? 


[Answer] Yes, the country is calm, I was telling you yesterday--and repeat today, since 
nothing has changed in this respect--that the Prench Army is in complete control in the 
town. It is deployed at the airport and at all the main intersections around the 
residence of the president of the republic and the Prench Embassy, and at both the 

latter it is being helped by the regular Central African Army and the police. You 

know that during the later part of his rule Emperor Bokassa had disarmed the regular 

army and the police in order to reinforce the praetorian guard. Well, the police have 
@ome back [word indistinct] crossroads, and they are directing traffic today and 
protecting the approaches to the palace, 


{Question] How is the population of Central Africa reacting to the presence of French 
troops”? 


[Answer] You know, the Central African population is reacting very well to the presence 
of the Prench troops. They call to the soldiers in the street. They chat with then, 
They invite them in for a drink. In other words, its something of a holiday atmosphere. 
Whenever the paratroopers of the Sth Parachute Regiment [words indistinct] meet the 
population there is no sign of awkwardness between the civilian population and the Prench 
Armye 


(Question] A question which is often being asked at the moment, Yves Loiseau, is whether 
President Dacko can maintain power without the presence of Prench troops. 


[Answer] I think he has managed to unite a large consensus around himself, in so far 

as the President David Dacko is the only Central Africen head of state to be elected 

by universal suffrage. There have been a few minor clashes between the students and 
schoolchildren who inspiped demonstrations in January and April, and the president of 
the republic, in so far as the demonstrators wanted the departure of the former Prime 
Minister Maidou. It seems today that when the new government was announced the former 
Prime Minister Maidou was not on thelist and the post he has kept is possible a solely 
titular one, that of vice president, so in that respect things are set‘led. There stil} 
remains the antagonism which might exist between the opponents who declired themselves 
in Prance--Sylvestre Bangui, the ex-ambassador, Ange Patasse, the former prime minister, 
and (Abel Noumba), who is an important political figure here in Central Africa--well, 
these people have not yet all cong back to the country. 











aaa 
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EQUATORIAL GUINEA 
FORMER PRESIDENT MASIE ON TRIAL 
PA250148 Paris AFP in English 0055 GMT 25 Sep 79 PA 


{Text] Guinea, Sep 25 (AFP)--Former Equatorial Guinea dictator Francisco Masie Nguema 
went on trisl before a military tribunal here yesterday charged with genocide, systematic 
violation of human rights, treason and embezzlement of public funds. The trial took plece 
in a cinemas, before an audience of 800 people, including diplomats, foreign journalists 
and a representative of the Geneva-based international commission of jurists. Loud- 
speakers broadcast the proceedings outside. Mr Masie, who was overthrown in a coup on 
August 3, entered surrounded by 12 soldiers armed with Soviet-made machineguns who 

were pert of the strict security cordon thrown around the cinema. Pacing the death 
penalty if convicted, Mr Masie sat calmly without speaking for two hours as the prose- 
cution case was read out. He appeared in complete possession of his faculties. The 
prosecution seid that questioning by an examining magistrate, Mr Masie had denied 
eliminating his political rivals and the majority of she members of his goverrment. 

He also denied having wasted the contents of the national treasury, affirming that he 
had been robbed of it while fleeing after the coup. 


The prosecution said the treason charge was based on a letter written to an unnamed foreign 
{word indistinct] seeking its military intervention in the country. Mr Masie denied that 
the letter had been sent. He also told the examining magistrate that he hed worked for 

the people of Guinea and asked the new government to allow him to (?return) to his native 
village with his family, but the prosecution said it hed established that the former 
dictator haw killed at least 500 people. Public prosecutor Luis Jones, a young lawyer 
freed from prison after the coup, told the tribunal he represented the voice of the 

Guinean people, but [words indistinct] for the moment to question, Mr Massie, The tribunal 
consists of three military officers and two civilians and is presided over by the military 
governor of Malabo, Captain Eulogim Eyo. 


ZA IRE 
PRIME MINISTER HOLDS MEETING ON 1980 BUDGET 
AB231002 Kinshasa AZAP in French 1245 GMT 22 Sep 79 AB 


[Text] Kinshese, 22 Sep [AZAP)--The prime minister, Citizen Bo-Boliko Lokonga, held « 
meeting today with 211 of the secretaries of state at the head office of the budget control 
in the administration building and requested that they develop a dynamic and reasonable 
budget which will consist of only the most essential expenses of each department. This 
meeting followed the weekly meeting of the executive council on Priday which examined 

the budget estimate for the 1980 fiscal year. The prime minister gave strict instructions 
to the secretaries of state to insure skillful and strict management of the current budget. 
Concerning reverue, he asked them to achieve the set goals in the budget estimate and also 
see to it that the revenue collected is put into the government coffers. 


Earlier, the prime minister had met with the directors of independent hospitals in Kinshesa, 
scoompanied by the secretary of state for public health, Citizen Lekie Botepe, with whom 

he examined medical care fees which would soon be applied, especially for the nonsalaried 
citizens. He esked the heads of medical institutions to conduct « study of medical 

care and make @ report to hin. 
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GHANA 
RAWLINGS ADDRESSES CEREMONY MARKING GOVERNMENT HAND OVER 
AB241524 Accra Domestic Service in English 1005 omT 2% Sep 79 AB 


{Address by the chairman of the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council, Plight Lieutenant 


Rawlings, during the handing over of goverrment by the military to civilians in Accra 
on 24 September --live] 


[Excerpts] Mr Speaker, allow me to be among the first to congratulate you on your ele- 
vation to the speaker's chair of this parliament [words indistinct]. Mr Speaker, Mr 
President, President Sekou Toure, my Lord Chief Justice, ladies and gentlemen: This 
chamber has become the sanctuary of the soul of our people; from these walls there have 
echoed to the world the voices of our illustrious nationalists who (’intoned) the ardent 
aspirations of our people from the days of bondage until finally we obtained our inde- 
pendence in 1957. That day of joy, 6 March 1957, is very much in our minds today as we 
embark on a new political journey in this chamber. 


Mr President, you and your government assume duty at a very crucial stage in our nation's 
development. We of the Armed Porces Revolutionary Council, during our short stay in 
power, have demonstrated openly what many people have only suspected before; namely, thet 
the holding of office in govermment in this country had in almost all cases been used to 
Plunder the wealth of the nation. We have had to retrieve millions of cedis which con- 
tractors had to take from the state coffers without doing the work for which the money was 
intended. This was done to a large extent with the connivance of officials of the govern- 
ment. We seized buildings, motor vehicles, factories, farm money in banks [words indistinct ] 
worth millions of cedis which were acquired through corrupt means. In addition, we have 
managed to collect hundreds of millions of cedis in taxes which organizations and indi - 
viduals owed to the state and which they did not want to pay. There hes been rampant over 
invoicing of imports into the country and massive tax evasion most of it done with the 
comiivance of officials of the govermment. And as you know, our export receipts could be 
a lot more were it not for the under invoicing that goes on. All these corrupt practices 
that have come to light as a result of our investigations have made our people very much 
aware that their sufferings need not have reached the terrible extent they have reached 
in recent years. 


We of the APRC [Armed Forces Revolutionary Council])--are proud to have contributed 

to the development of this new consciousness in the people of Ghana. What this con- 
sciousness means is that if people in power use their offices to pursue self-interest, 
they will be resisted and unseated no matter how unshakable their (’operation) may seem 
to be. To you Mr President, your goverrment and members of this honorable house, we of 
the APRC in the light of our reading of the situation make a fervent appeal never to lose 
sight of this new consciousness of the Ghanaian people. Never before have the eyes of so 
many been focussed on so few, Mr President. 


Mr President, we of the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council have faith in you and your 
government. We know you will deliver the goods. That is why we have turned a deaf ear 
to those who have entreated us to stay on a little longer [shouts of approval] more 
because our jobs is now completed. We have every confidence that we shall never regret 
our decision to go back to barracks. I am also sure, Mr President, that all the work 
that we have not had time to do will be carried out by your government. 
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There are some obnoxious agreements with ‘nternational companies which you will have to 
review for instance. And there is our educational system which you will have to change 

to accomodate the orientation of our children away from the rapaciousness of their elders 
to new paths, which will engender brotherhood in them and provide them with « secure 
future in which class antagonism will be absent. We wish you good luck, Mr President, 

and you too, honorable ministers and members of parliament. That you did not chicken 

out of the election but went ahead to see’ representation of your people [words indistinct] 
suggests that you are men of mettle. Ghana is looking up to you. Thank you. [sepplause]) 


Limanmn Speech 
AB241337 Accra Domestic Service in English 1015 GMT 24 Sep 79 AB 


[Address by Ghanian President Hilla Limann during the handing over of government by the 
military to civilians in Accra on 24 September--live] 


[Text] Mr Speaker, chairman of the Armed Porces Revolutionary Council, members of the 
diplomatic corps, honorable members of parliament, distinguished guests, ledies and 
gentlemen: It is my special duty and pleasure to address you on this momentous occasion 
of the inauguration of the Third Republic. I am most honored [words indistinct] in our 
history which marks the end of the long period of blatant and shameless abuses which have 
so destroyed confidence in our people, in all our institutions and in our values that 

they are all yearning for a welcome change for the better. Wever before since independence 
has the demand on government therefore been greater, the task heavier and the fears, hopes 
and expectations higher thar now, 


After many years adrift, of wandering in the political and economic wilderness, Ghana is 
about to find her feet and level again. Free, fair, clean and democratic elections--the 
voice and power of the electorate has been expressed in the (’present) victory of the 
Peoples National Party [applause] in the parliamentary and the presidential elections. 
Overwhelmed by this (’show) of confidence and trust I accept the high office of president 
with all humility [eppleuse] I solemnly declare my determination to work with all my 
heart and with all my strength in the general and supreme interest of the nation. 


I wish to avail myself of this opportunity to thank not only [words indistinct] but all 
Ghananians [words indistinct] I have accepted this choice as a challenge to take the 

lead in the crusade to restore and raise our country's image and to regain the self-respect, 
confidence and pride of all Ghanians. [applause] 


This dawn of a new era of peace and hope for progress and stability afford me the pleasure 
to extend a special welcome to His Excellency President Sekou Toure and other distinguised 
guests here as our brothers and friends to participate in the activities marking the 
formal inauguration of my presidency and of the Third Republic. Your presence warms 

our hearts and ennobles our ("hearts with Joy) itis for obvious reasons that we have 
restrained ourselves from the glamors and (’turnout) which used to characterize 

arrivals and stay in Ghana in the heydays of our independence. 
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Your excellencies, distinguished guests, ledies and z:ntlemen: This is indeed history in 
the making. After years of tmnconclusive political experimentations, economic dispsir 

and moral degradations Ghana is on the threshold of another epoch. Twenty-two years 

ago, on the old polo ground, just across the street, the late Osagyefo Dr Kwame NMcrumah 
of blessed memory [applause} after years of sweat and tears fulfilled « dream, the drean 
of independence. He won independence for this country and thus ushered the new Ghens 
into unprecedented social, economic and political progress. Young, proud, bouyant and 
full of promise, Ghana lead the way in the crusade for the total emancipation of Africs 
and the elimination of discrimination of a11 kinds. We gave our help to our brothers 
throughout the African Continent and far beyond; even in our darkest moments, we have 
never rejected them. Today, Dr Nkrumah, Dr Danguali, Mr Casely Hayford, Dr Busia [appleuse], 
Mr Akuffo Addo and others of blessed memory are no more. That is perhaps why we are so 
much the poorer as a nation. In the name of Dr Nkrumah and the other founding fathers, 

we offer another dream sgein today--the dream of economic recovery and social fulfillment 
in the years ahead. As we open this new chapter in our national history, on this solemn 
occasion, I take the liberties, as said, that we are all united as a people in our resolve 
to rehabilitete our economy, regenerate and rebuild the new Ghana. Symbolizing the change 
long expected by the vast majority of our people, I call particularly on the younger 
generation so fresh, bold earnest and full of uncompromizing resolves to take up the tesk 
of putting Ghana back on the road to economic recovery and progress, the very ideals 

for which the late Osagyefo lived and died. [applause] 


I also sppeal to the older generations to assist us in order to insure that the rest of 
their lives may be brighter than now. The challenge is collective and totel. Though 

it is my commitment to these ideals and must emphasize that there shall be no turning 
back on the just side to provide for our people and our children higher and decent living 
conditions. 


This inauguration, therefore, heralds a new beginning and [word indistinct] results 
within my government and, I hope, a new spirit among ourselves to transform our country, 
$0 rich in aman and natural resources, into a better place for all. This is the greatest 
monument we can erect to the memory of the late Osagyefo Dr Kwame Nkrumah [appleuse) and 
his contemporaries, who were dedicated to the proposition that only the best is good 
enough for Africa and for Ghane. We must bring a resurgent commitment to the basic 
principles of our nation and a firm desire to achieve our goal. The Ghanaian dream must 
not falter or fade again. 


Your excellencies, ledies and gentlemen, these are great times, and I have no illusions 
about the enormity and the complexity of the tesk ahead. Abysmal economic chaos, 

awesome challenges and monumental responsibilities confront us in the face of ( Tuniversal) 
and ever-rising expectations. I am obviously well-aware, as I believe are honorabie 
members of parliament, that the vast majority of Ghanaians have undeservedly been ruduced 
to such intolerable levels of poverty and degredation that their patience and strong 
fortitude can no longer hold. Hence, the imperative necessity to provide a new lease 

of hope and of life. 
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I am taking over the e@ministretion et « tine when cur physical resources have dismliy 
4iminished and inflation has reduced the purchasing power of ordinary citizens silmost to 
nothingness. These are hard times which, indeed, we Gree not deny, and yet must fece 
and remain undetered. Om the contrary, we must redow..e our resolve to take our destiny 
into our own hands and save our country from total bankruptcy and disgrace. 


Mr speaker, | call upon honorable members and the entire public to be vigilant and offer 
mo quarter to those denying us our birthright. Pounded out of s deep corpern for the 
welfare of the people, my government of the PNP shall mot shirk its responsibility toward 
then. [applause] We cannot efford the luxury of failure, Our systems, beliefs and 
values, indeed our very existence as @ nation, are all om trial, The need to reawaken 
[word indistinct] in ourselves as a people and our ability to teckle and solve our 
problems has never, therefore, been greater than now. I believe that out of our present 
(wreck), we can bulld anew, Mine is @ vision of Gaara in which the mjority of our 
people shall not be reduced to grinding poverty again. Crime, inequality and 

iniquities shall be drastically curbed so that, working selflessly together in unity, 
we shall serve Mother Ghana. Wo efforts shall be spered to cleanse our public life. 


You may thirk that I am promising the moon, while even the moon was reached ani its 
wrath brought down on us [leughter). But I am not promising the moon. What I promise 
is @ government that will work, @ government that will be open and honest, modest yet 
vigorous, one that will wage a relentiess war on poverty and corruption, indiscipline, 
inefficiency amd dishonesty while upholding the rule of lew, 


Your excellencies, members of parliament, ledies and gentlemen: This is what I offer 
for our collective salvation, My ideals and goals shall, however, not bear fruit if 
you in this august house and Ghanaians as a whole do not give me your support and 
encouragement, I am convinced these will be forthcoming abundantly. 


I shall work with and for the entire public. Indeed, the problem: fecing us ere not 

for the PUP alone, but for the whole nation to solve, and in providing solutions to then 
I expect Ghanaians, irrespective of party affiliations, to pool their resources to- 
gether for the common good. That is why in proposing the ministerial appointments that 
I am submitting to the house today, | have studiously sought to insure « regions! 
balance and national unity, without secrificing telent, experience and competence in the 
quest to provide firmly pleced national solutions to our problems, That is why I heve 
also proposed non-PNP members to high offices of state and parliament, the counsil of 
state and even in my e@ministretion. [applause) 


Your excellencies, chairman of the APRC, I must now warmly congratulate you and your 
gallant colleagues for conducting the general elections and organizing the ectivities 
which have culminated in this solemn and memorable ceremony, The whole nation 
appreciates your efforts, selfless devotion and sincerity of purpose and says a big 
thark you. [applause) 


As we move into my administration, let me assure you and 011 Ghanaians thet, guided by 
the lessons drawn from the events since 4 June 1979, and in my own commitment te open 
a clean government based on participatory demoeracy at a1) levels, I shall not flinch 
from shaking a11 fronts of abuse, and | hope that I can count on the support of 
honorab!e members of parliament. Together, we al] want « (’peseeful and stable nation) 
which will enable us to teckle our (honest) responsibilities relentlessly, without 
fear. 
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Your excellencies, distinguished guests, ladietaené gentlemen: I wish finally to reiterate 
my @ppeal to 411 Ghanaians to join in the national endeavor to salvage the honor and pride 
of our coumtry, To this end, I pray for God's guidance and blessing to enable m to pro- 
tect the mort precious gift Ghanaians have given me--their confidence, which I secept in 
S11 humility ané which I have the pleasure, with 411 my mind and 411 my strength, to 
honor for as long as I retain their confidence, Thank you, [applause] 


APRC SENTENCES THOSE WHO FLED COUNTRY IN ABSENTIA 
AB2207%5 Accra Domestic Service in English 0600 GT 22 Sep 79 AB 


(Excerpts) Sixtyight persons who have fled the country in the wake of the revolution 
have been tried in absentia and sentenced to terms ranging from 25 years imprisonment 
with hard labor and life imprisonment to death by firing squad, 


Accoréing to @ statement issued by the APRC [Armed Porces Revolutionary Council) they 
were all found guilty according to Section 5A of the special courts decree 1979, The 
APRC says €11 persons who are in possession of movable property belonging to all those 
sentenced in assentia are to hand them over to the council's special operations, Arakan 
barracks, by 1200 today without fail, The council warns that it is in possession of 
Getails of all such persons and will mot hesitate to take very drastic action on anyone 
who fails to comply with the order, Meanwhile all the assets and bank accounts of the 
people involved, including those of their wives and children have been forfeited to the 
state, Details of their sentences will be announced today, 


Court Sentences 
AB250720 Accra Domestic Service in English 0600 GHT 25 Sep 79 AB 


{Text ] Three persons have also been tried in absentia by the Armed Forces Revolutionary 
People's Court and have been sentenced to life imprisonment, The three who were found 
guilty are the chief deputy manager, London office of Ghana Commercial Bank, Alex 
Bediako; J.K, Siaw, Tata Brewery; and the former managing director of & cargo handling 
company, Yaw Ofori, 


More Court Action 
AB230700 Accra Domestic Service in English 0600 OMT 23 Sep 79 AB 


[Text] The APRC [Armed Porces Revolutionary Council] special court has sentenced nine 
persons including five servicemen to various terms of imprisonment on charges of cor. 
ruption, They are Capt Victor Okaikwe 10 years; E.K, Kodéah, 7 years; Capt Michel, 

7 years; and Sgt Quartey, 5 years, The others are Sgt Asmah, 5 years and Staff Sgt 
Momney, 5 years, The civilians are Nii Anang, who had 6 years; Mr D.F. Bogaling, an 
Australian, 7 years and he is to be deported after serving his sentence; and Mr Tweneboah, 
6 years, The officers were found guilty wider Section 514, while the soldiers were 
found guilty under Section 514 of the APRC special court decree, The civilians were 
found guilty under Sections Sidi, G respectively, 











VIIt, 25 Sep 79 Dé WEST AFRICA 


Lebanese 5 ntenced 
AB2SO7T20 Accra Domestic Service in Rnglish 0600 GHT 25 Sep 79 AB 


[Excerpts] Seventeen Lebmese and Lebanese Ghammaians have been sentenced to “5 years 
imprisqnument each for various crimes committed against the state. According to an APRC 
[Armed Porces Revolutionary Council] statement, all of the 17 were found guilty of sabotag- 
ing the economy of Giaia, illegal transfer of foreign exchange, sisure of import license, 
and tax evasion, All the assets and bank scoounts of the 17 persons and those of their 
wives and children are forfeited to the state. The statement recalls that the government 
recentiy hed to take over the Dakmak and Aschkar group of companies as well as Tate 
Brewery as a result of trade malpractices including over invoicing ané wider invoicing, 
illegal transfer of foreign exchange and misuse of import licenses. These, the statement 
points out, have resulted in the loss of a considerable amount of foreign exchange to the 
nation, The foreign exchange could have been used to better the standard of living of the 
average Ghanaian. 


Categories of Amesty 
AB2“0705 Accra Domestic Service in English 0600 GMT 24 Sep 79 AB 


[Excerpt] The Armed Forces Revolutions sy Council [APRC] has granted a general amesty to 
several categories of persens serving various terms of imprisonmet. Am instrumat signed 
by the chairman of the cowiell covered a1] com. lected persons whe are 70 years and above 
and all convicted persons whe are infirm or physically and mentally disabled. All prisoners 
with not more than two previous convictions and who have served not less than 5 years 
imprisonment are to have their sentences redueed by one-half. 


The amnesty does not apply to persons eonvieted by the APRC special court and those 
convicted for murder, manslaughter, robbery, use of offensive weapons and rape. All 
persons serving life imprisonment other than those serving terms of imprisonment imposed 
by the APRC special court are to have their sentences reduced to 20 years imprisorment 
vith hard labor and shoul4 also benefit provided that they have not enjoyed any previous 
amesty. According to the instrument, all persens sentenced to death, other than those 
by the AFPRC special court, should have their sentences reduced to life imprisonment. It 
added that all persons tried and sente@meed to various terms of imprisonment for politieal 
offenses against the NLC [National Liberstion Cowneil), SMC [Supreme Military Couneii) 

1 and SMC 2 have geen granted free, absolute md unconditional paréam for their offenses. 


NIGERIA 
NIGER'S SEYNI KOUITCHE ARRIVES ON ‘BRIEF’ VISIT 


AB241440 Lagos Domestic Service in Pnglish 1200 GHT 24 Sep 79 AB 


[Text] President Seyni Kountehe of Niger is in Lagos on 4 brief visit te the comtry. 

He was met on arrival at Murtalla Mohamed airport by the chief of staff, supreme head- 

quarters, Major General Shetw Yar'adua, Before leaving the country later in the day the 
visiting heed of state will heave talks with his Nigerian counterpart, ceneral Olusegun 

Obasanjo. 





VIII, 25 Sep 79 SOUTHERN APRICA El 


BOTSWANA 
PRESIDBIT DENIES SUPPRESSION OF OPPC*ITION 
LD241038 “3berone Domestic Service: in English 1910 GMT 22 Sep 79 LD 


{Text] His excellency the _ resident, Sir Seretse Khama, says if there was no democracy 
in Botswana, members of the opposition would be in detention. Addressing about 5,000 
people in Gaborone today, the president said that he challenged the assertion that there 
was no democracy in Botswana and that members of the opposition were not allowed to 
campaign. Sir Seretse said members of the opposition parties had as much right to address 
people as himself, 


{Word indistinct] this point further, the president said that nobody can deny that during 
Botswana's 13 years of independence there had been no progress. ‘there had been progress. 
I do not deny that pmgress could be faster ani that a lot still has to be done, but 
what (?’challenges) very strongly is the assertion that some people are oppressed in this 
country, Sir Seretse Khama said. 


The president told his audience that very few countries in Africa enjoyed the democratic 
atmosphere which Botswana has. His excellency quoted the *oppling of Idi Amin in Uganda 
and the overthrow of the emperor of the Central Africa: Empire, Jean Bokassa, as examples 
of the unrest and the absence of democracy in other African countries. 


Returning to Botswana, Sir Seretse Khama said that there are 17 people forming the 
government and with a responsibility to make (?peace). The president concluded by 
saying that he would gladly give power te any leader who maintained the democratic 
structures in Botswana, warning that if that leader destroyed democracy, even myself 
{word indistinct] (?would kill him). 


SOUTH AFRICA 
PIK BOTHA DENIES PRESSURING MUZOREWA, SMITH 
LD241400 Preteria INFORMATION SERVICE OF SOUTH AFRICA in English 1000 GMT 24 Sep 79 LD 
{Text] Pretoria--The foreign minister, Mr Pik Botha, last night categorically denied 
that South Africa had at any time exerted pressure on either Bishop Abel Muzorewa or on 
Mr Ian Smith to accest or reject the Zimbabwe Rhodesia constitutional proposals. 
Asked by the CITIZEN about London reports "that the South African Government had sided 
with Bishop Muzorewa in his bitter clash with Mr Smith or strategy at the Zimbabwe 
Rhodesia constitutional conference", Mr Botha said: 


"We gave advice where advice was sought, but in giving that advice we avoided comment 
on the advisability or not of accepting the constitutional proposals". 


"Our advice was based on concem mainly on the question of stability in the whole of 
southern Africa, That is our prime concer". 


"The leaders of Zimbabwe Rhodesia must decide on their own constitutional future". 
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